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The use of the plagiarism software iThenticate (www.ithenticate.com) helps authors to ensure they 

have sufficiently cited their sources of written work before publishing or submitting, esp. for graduate 

students preparing to submit a thesis or dissertation. It is an instrument for quality assurance, the 

test is completely voluntary. This plagiarism detection tool applies text-matching algorithms to 

compare the fulltext of a given manuscript to published works and web content. The results include 

number-coded and color-coded highlighting of parts of the manuscript that correspond to matching 

sources in the iThenticate database. Currently, iThenticate only compares texts of the same 

language. Pictures, formulas, etc. cannot be verified. 

Before the test can be started various data security requirements have to be fulfilled.  

Each Author has to sign a request form (both sides!) for the testing of theses, dissertations or any 

kind of similar work, as well the supervisor. If several authors are involved, all have to agree to the 

testing. This form also contains a declaration of consent concerning the matter of data protection. 

Please, return it to the library. Each publication may only be tested once. 

Please forward your manuscript in an anonymised form (without front page, acknowledgement 

etc), all personal data should be erased beforehand as well as the references section. All common 

file formats are supported. We can't check documents (PDFs) that have been generated from 

LaTeX. If your document has been written in LaTeX, please provide us with a Plain Text document 

that only contains the text parts of the work. You will need to remove all formulas, tables and 

graphics! 

We load up your manuscript to iThenticate for the test. As soon as the report is available, you will 

receive a message from us. Results are usually delivered within one hour, depending on the 

document size. In addition, we create user accounts for each author. Login data will be sent to you 

directly by email from iThenticate with which you can log in to iThenticate yourself. Authors and 

supervisors are responsible for interpreting the test results. The percentage of found matches in 

the report may not be meaningful, as the system also shows false positive results that derive from 

text fragments being identical to each other. This is often the case with established terms, in the 

method section or with quotations. 

Please note that iThenticate does not determine whether a manuscript contains plagiarism. 

You are encouraged to look carefully at these portions to determine whether all sources have 

been properly cited. As a result, iThenticate makes it easier for you to identify and attribute any 

material that may contain unintentional plagiarism.  

After 14 days we remove all data and delete your user account in iThenticate. Upon request, 
supervisors can keep their account.  
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